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City of Harrington  
MINUTES 

City Council Meeting  
March 16, 2015 

 
 
Public Comments 
 
There were no Public Comments. 
 

 
A meeting of the Harrington City Council was held at Harrington City Hall, 106 
Dorman Street, on March 16, 2015 and was attended by the following:  Mayor 
Anthony R. Moyer; Vice Mayor Cheryl J. Lahman; Council Member Duane E. 
Bivans; Council Member Fonda Coleman; Council Member Amy L. Minner; 
Council Member Charles W. Porter; Council Member Kenneth W. Stubbs; 
Norman Barlow, Chief of Police; William Pepper, City Solicitor; Teresa Tieman, 
City Manager; Dean Gary, Accountant; and Kelly Blanchies, Clerk of Council. 
 
Planning Commission Members present:  Chairman Jim Coudriet, Vice Chairman 
Jeff Retig, and Commissioners Elizabeth Brode and Stacey Sizemore. 
 
Also present:  Debbie Pfeil, City Planner, AECOM; Barbara Bullock; Charles 
Carr; Eric Marquis; Carrie Peterman; Jason Dean; and Jennifer Antonik. 
 
Mayor Moyer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Invocation was given by the City Solicitor. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was given. 
 
Roll was called. 
 
Proclamation declaring March 25, 2015 as Random Act of Kindness Day in 
memory of Madison Peterman 
 
A MOTION was made by Council Member Minner, seconded by Council Member 
Porter, to move the proclamation to the first item on the agenda. The MOTION 
passed unanimously. 
 
The proclamation was read by Mayor Moyer then presented to Carrie Peterman. 
 
Introduction of Zoning Code 1st Draft 
 
The City Manager thanked the City Planner, City Solicitor, and Clerk of Council 
for all the work they put into the draft Zoning Code. 
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The City Planner stated that the Comprehensive Land Use Plan has established 
the future land use for the City and now the Zoning Code and Zoning Map must 
match it. There was one scope change since the initial presentation of the Zoning 
Rewrite project. Also, the downtown meetings have been removed from the 
project, because a grant was just submitted for downtown development, which 
will mean a separate projected focused specifically on that district. 
 
The City Planner reviewed the schedule for the project.  
 
The City Planner stated that the Zoning Code and Comprehensive Rezone will 
be adopted by ordinance at the same time in order to save money and to have 
consistent zoning and regulations. 
 
The City Planner reviewed highlights from the draft Zoning Code. 
 
The City Planner stated that all comments must be in writing, including from the 
public, City Council, Planning Commission, and consultants, and are due by May 
6, 2015. 
 
[See attached slideshow presentation.] 
 
Mayor Moyer called for a recess at 7:38 p.m. 
 
Mayor Moyer called the City Council Meeting back to order at 7:42 p.m. 
 
Minutes 
 

February 9, 2015 City Council Workshop 
 
A MOTION was made by Council Member Minner, seconded by Council 
Member Coleman, to approve the February 9, 2015 City Council 
Workshop minutes. The MOTION passed unanimously. 
 

Financial Report 
 
Vice Mayor Lahman stated that the City spent a lot of time working on the water 
and sewer rates and reduced reserves in order to have lower rates; the tax 
increase was to balance the General Fund. Vice Mayor Lahman requested that 
the City Manager prepare a plan for consideration by the City Council to give a 
rebate of ten to fifteen percent on taxes. Council Member Porter stated that the 
City Council agreed to look at the possibility of a rebate when rates were 
increased. 
 
Council Member Minner asked about the transfer tax allocation to fix potholes 
that had previously been on the financial report. The City Manager replied that 
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was for a specific year and work was able to be paid for out of the operating 
budget, so the funds were returned to the CIP fund. 
 
A MOTION was made by Council Member Porter, seconded by Council Member 
Stubbs, to file the Financial Report for audit. The MOTION passed unanimously. 
 
Old Business 
 

Public Hearing 
 

Ordinance 15-02 – Repealing and replacing Chapter 102, 
Building Standards, to adopt the 2012 International Residential 
and Building Codes 
 
A MOTION was made by Council Member Porter, seconded by 
Vice Mayor Lahman, to dispense with the reading of Ordinance 15-
02. The MOTION passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor Moyer read the synopsis for Ordinance 15-02: 
 

This Ordinance replaces Chapter 102, Building Standards, to 
adopt the 2012 International Building and Residential Codes 
and to delete additional handicapped parking requirements 
previously listed in the chapter. The International Building 
Code is amended to insert information specific to Harrington. 
The International Residential Code is amended to insert 
information specific to Harrington and to adopt standards 
similar to Kent County, as outlined in the Kent County 
Supplement to the International Building Code/2012 and 
International Residential Code/2012, effective October 1, 
2014. This replaces the previously adopted 2006 editions of 
the International Building and Residential Codes and 
becomes effective on May 1, 2015. 

 
There were no comments from the public. 
 
Ordinance 15-03 – Amending Chapter 305, Property 
Maintenance, to adopt the 2012 International Property 
Maintenance Code 
 
A MOTION was made by Council Member Porter, seconded by 
Council Member Coleman, to dispense with the reading of 
Ordinance 15-03. The MOTION passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor Moyer read the synopsis for Ordinance 15-03: 
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This Ordinance amends Chapter 305, Property 
Maintenance, to adopt the 2012 edition of the International 
Property Maintenance Code. This replaces the previously 
adopted 2006 edition and becomes effective May 1, 2015. 

 
There were no comments from the public. 

 
Second Reading of Ordinance 15-02 – Repealing and replacing 
Chapter 102, Building Standards, to adopt the 2012 International 
Residential and Building Codes 
 
A MOTION was made by Council Member Porter, seconded by Council 
Member Minner, to dispense with the reading of Ordinance 15-02. The 
MOTION passed unanimously. 
 
A MOTION was made by Council Member Porter, seconded by Council 
Member Coleman, to accept the second reading of Ordinance 15-02. The 
MOTION passed unanimously. 
 
Second Reading of Ordinance 15-03 – Amending Chapter 305, 
Property Maintenance, to adopt the 2012 International Property 
Maintenance Code 
 
A MOTION was made by Council Member Porter, seconded by Vice 
Mayor Lahman, to dispense with the reading of Ordinance 15-03. The 
MOTION passed unanimously. 
 
A MOTION was made by Council Member Porter, seconded by Vice 
Mayor Lahman, to accept the second reading of Ordinance 15-03. The 
MOTION passed unanimously. 
 

New Business 
 

Appointment of election workers 
 
The Clerk of Council stated that the election workers are the same as last 
year. Mayor Moyer stated that the Election Board will be Joan Knaub, 
Jean Miller, and Brenda DeLong, and Viva Poore will be Inspector, and 
Joyce Dyer and Judy Fergusson will be clerks. 
 
Council Member Bivans requested that the election workers attend a 
meeting so that the Council Members can meet them. 
 
A MOTION was made by Council Member Porter, seconded by Council 
Member Coleman, to accept the appointment of the election workers. The 
MOTION passed unanimously. 



 

City Council Meeting 
March 16, 2015 

5 

 
Review of Charter § 7.4.2 
 
Mayor Moyer read Charter § 7.4.2: 
 

Contracts with the City. It shall be unlawful for the Council or the 
City's officers, agents, or employees, to make or enter into any 
contract for materials, supplies, work or labor for the use and 
benefit of the City with any member of Council or the Mayor, or with 
any partnership in which any member of Council, or the Mayor, is a 
partner, or with any corporation in which any member of Council, or 
the Mayor, is a director or has a controlling interest, except with the 
unanimous consent of the disinterested Council members, and any 
such contract shall be absolutely null and void without such 
unanimous consent. 

 
The City Solicitor stated that any purchase is a contract. Council Member 
Porter stated that the City Council had previously agreed to allow the City 
Manager to make purchases under five hundred dollars ($500) without the 
City Council’s consent.  
 
[At the April 20, 2015 City Council Meeting, the City Solicitor stated that he 
could not find in previous minutes a motion to allow the City Manager to 
make purchases under five hundred dollars ($500) without the City 
Council’s consent.] 
 
Vice Mayor Lahman stated that Charter § 7.4.2 and 7.4.3 were referenced 
at the March 2, 2015 City Council Meeting. The City has never had a 
contract to exclusively use her business. Vice Mayor Lahman stated that 
her family has invested in the City and stayed current with all taxes and 
fees. The business has donated to City events far more than any profits 
received from the City. Vice Mayor Lahman stated that she does not want 
to be in violation of the Charter. 
 
Council Member Minner stated that there must have been a reason why 
this was added to the Charter. Council Member Porter stated that there 
was a lack of bidding on big contracts. 
 
Council Member Bivans stated that this matter needs further review and 
options can be discussed at a workshop. 
 
A MOTION was made by Council Member Bivans, seconded by Council 
Member Minner, to table the Review of Charter § 7.4.2 to workshop. Roll 
was called:  2 Yes, 3 No, 1 Abstain (Lahman – Abstain, Bivans – Yes, 
Coleman – No, Minner – Yes, Porter – No, Stubbs – No). The MOTION 
failed. 
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A MOTION was made by Council Member Porter, seconded by Council 
Member Coleman, to grant the City Manager the authority to make any 
purchase under five hundred dollars ($500), per incident, without City 
Council consent. 
 
Council Member Bivans stated that the motion is out of order, because it 
cannot supersede the Charter. The City Solicitor stated that if the motion 
is approved unanimously then it complies with the Charter. 
 
Roll was called on the motion to grant the City Manager the authority to 
make any purchase under five hundred dollars ($500), per incident, 
without City Council consent:  3 Yes, 2 No, 1 Abstain (Lahman – Abstain, 
Bivans – No, Coleman – Yes, Minner – No, Porter – Yes, Stubbs – Yes). 
The MOTION failed because it was not unanimous as required by Charter 
§ 7.4.2. 
 

Public Comments 
 
Elizabeth Brode stated that as a resident of Friendship Village, she does not 
receive any services from the City for the taxes she pays.  
 
Barbara Bullock stated that she previously asked about Charter § 7.4.3 because 
of conflict of interest. 
 
City Council Comments 
 
Council Member Minner stated that the Dorman Street Sewer Project will take 
approximately three months to complete, not a week, and asked if anyone has 
met with the school; parents need to be notified. The City Manager stated that 
the contractor is contacting the school. Mayor Moyer asked that the Police 
Department have an officer present in the morning and afternoons during the 
construction. 
 
Council Member Porter asked the City Manager and Chief of Police to prepare a 
report on the services that Friendship Village receives. Mayor Moyer stated that 
the City reviewed this when taxes were raised last year, and taxes were lowered 
for Friendship Village, because the City is unable to provide them with street 
maintenance services. 
 
Executive Session 
 
There was no Executive Session. 
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There being no further business, a MOTION was made by Council Member 
Porter, seconded by Council Member Minner, to adjourn the City Council 
Meeting. The MOTION passed unanimously, and the meeting adjourned at 8:19 
p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Kelly Blanchies 
Clerk of Council 

 
Attachment:  Chapter 440 Zoning Project slideshow 
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